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LIPSCOMB QUESTIONING SPOTS 
GOVERNMENT BOOK CONTROL 
(Mr. HOSMER fat the request e: Mr. 
Duncan) was granted permission to ex- 
tend his remarks at this point in the 
cord and to include extraneous m&t- 

Mr. HOSMER. Mj 
ruary 5, the magazii 


questioning by our colleague, the gentle- 
man from California [Mr. Lipscomb] of 
USIA Director Leonard Marks on the 
subject of Government-developed books. 
The article is as follows: 

Government Hook Control 
(3y Geoffrey Wolff, book editor of 
the Washington Post) 

"Words are loaded pistols,” says Sartre, 
and official voices in this country have come 
vo fully acknowledge this dictum. In the 
months before the ISC-i election, for exam- 
ple, 18 of our 50 Senators were working on 
one or more books, most of which would be 
ghost-written and published under their 
aiames. The publish ,.-r perish syndrome Is 
even more prevalent in the executive branch : 
we have had platoons of books and non- 
cooks about the Peace Corps, introduced by 
sr.rgent Shrivcr: the Defense Department has 
t-een endlessly chronicled, as have NASA, the 
diplomatic corps, the Internal Revenue Serv- 
ice, and the rest of the Establishment's In- 
terests. A' story often heard in Washington 
- has President Kennedy looking 'ahead to the 
. J'064 election and huddling with his lieuten- 
ants to come up with a campaign issue. In 
one of the meetings, the story goes, he asked 
if there was anything of substance in Mi- 
chael Harrington's study of poverty, The 
Other America. Assured that there was, 
Kennedy called for memorandums, docu- 
ments, and ideas. Shortly thereafter, pov- 
erty books came forth by the dozens — many 
written by persons who wore part of or close 
•o the Administration. Magazine articles 
-Glowed; silence and ignorance gave way to 
public clamor; an issue was born, and the 
War on Poverty began. 

In principle, there is nothing alarming 
about public officials generating books to 
further their political ideals and careers. In 
-•vactico, however, political expediency has 
made many writers so arrogant that they 
scorn facts and Ignore their duty to learn 
and the reader's right to know. There is 
much evidence that books rue Used increas- 
ingly as engines of propaganda, that highly- 
placed persons are pro-censoring books they 
find repellent or embarrassing, and that they 
are commissioning and controlling the writ- 
ing of books without disclosing the facts of 
such control. If we believe that truth has 
a more exclusive claim to our attention than 
partial truth or falsehood, and if we believe 
that openness and disclosure of the circum- 
stances surrounding the writing, publishing, 
mid marketing of a book are requisites of a 
■ free access to ideas, then wo must be alarmed 
at the sham, illegality, and indirection that 
have infected much of what is sold as ob- 
jective reality. 

Recently, for example, Mr, George Carver 
wrote for the highly respected periodical 
foreign Affairs an article supporting our offi- 
cial policy toward North and South Viet 
Nam. Mr. Carver is with the C.I.A. but this 
crucial information was nbt related, by For- 
eign Affairs. Worse. It is possible it was not 
given to the magazine. It is illegal for the 
C.I.A. to operate as an intelligence-gathering 
or intelligence-disseminating organization in 
the United States. The same restrictions ap- 
ply to U.S.I.A., which is bound to confine it- 
self to propaganda activities abroad. Yet its 
. officers admitted several months ago in hear- 
ings before a subcommittee of <the House 
'•Committee on Appropriations that part of 
the activity of its "Book Development Pro- 
gram" has been the secret production of 
manuscripts, published by private companies 
which the U.S.I.A. subsidizes, and sold in this 
country without any government imprimatur 
or other acknowledgment of the circum- 
stances of their origin. 

Reed Harris, appearing before the subcom- 
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■very idea down £6 the final edited manu- 
script.” Perhaps the book- arc accur..tc- and 
valuable, perhaps they are self-serving or 
meretricious; what is certain is that they .. - 
not tell the reader what he surely wants ■*- 
know: that they arc works which the U.S.I.A. ' 
admits would never have been written with- 
out Government support and would not have 
been released by a commercial publishing 
house without subsidization — either because 
they were unworthy of publication or they • 
were tjnmarketablo. 

Leonard Marks, director of U.S.I.A., and 
Den Posner, assistant director, were ques- 
tioned about the Book Development Program 
by Congressman Glenard Lipscomb (R.-Cal.). 
Portions of the exchange fellow: 

“Mr. Lipscomb: What were the books that 
were developed in the 10CG [sie] fiscal year , 
3opk Development Program? 

"Mr. Posr.er: In fiscal year 2955 there were 
four books that were developed. Tnc Ladder 
Dictionary by John R. Shaw, The Suord and 
. the Plow by Ralph Slater, President Kennedy 
in Africa by Robert Marshall, The Truth 
About the Dominican Republic by Jay Kal- 
lin . , . Wc will be pleased to make thi3 in- 
formation available to the committee. Be- 
cause it has not been our policy to make our 
support known in connection with these 
Items, the material that I have is not for the ■ 
record, Mr. Chairman. 

"Mr. Lipscomb: Do I v.-.-.erstand that this 
list is considered as classified? 

"Mr. Posner: In the sense that we have not 
in the past divulged the Government's con- 
nection with it, yea sir, 

"Mr. Lipscomb: Arc any of these books on 
this classified list distributed and sold with- 
in the United States? 

"Mr. Posner: I believe that they are; yes. 

"Mr. Marks: In other words, we assist.” 

At this juncture Mr. Marks agreed to put 
in the record the titles of the books and the . 
cost, $00,25S, of commissioning manuscripts 
and supporting tile publication' nf books 
commissioned by private publishers. The 
taxpayer who buys one of these books pays 
for it three times: ho pays to have it written; 
he pays to have it published; and he pays its 
retail price at the bookstore. He also pays to 
support a Government Printing Office which 
could publish and sell the book at a fraction 
of its cost as produced privately and secretly. 
But Mr. Marks in later testimony explained 
'why books under Government imprimatur 
are not useful to the" purposes of U. S. I. A. 

“Mr. Lipscomb: Why is it wrong to let the 
American people know when they buy and 
read the book that it was developed under 
Government sponsorship? 

“Mr. Marks: It minimizes their [sic! value. 

"Mr. Lipscomb: Why is it not a good policy 
to maintain the same ground rules that you 
maintain with motion pictures with news- 
paper stories and do your work just for over- 
seas and make it a policy that these books 
that are prepared under your supervision 
and prepared with taxpayers' money are not 
for distribution within she United States? 

“Mr. Marks: . . . Where an audience over- 
seas reads a book with the label of the U.S. 
Government they look upon it in a particu- 
lar manner. Where they read a book that Is 
published in the United States and we dis- 
tribute it they look upon it differently, as 
the expression of the author. It is the ex- 
pression of the author, it is not our expres- 
sion. We did not write that book. Wc 
merely bought copies and helped to dis- 
tribute it. But if wc say this in our book, 
then the author is a Government employee, 
in effect.” 

Of course the author is a Government em- 
ployee — in fact, not in effect. He docs a 
chore at the order and to the requirements 
of the Government. Further, his work is 
then published under the copyright of a 
j " __ “hough Section 8 of 
he Copyright Laws says that any work pro- 
Governmcnt employee within the 



